HORN-RIMMED GLASSES

FROM THE EIFEL
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Eifel, one of the poonest peripheral reglong
in Gevmady the fast glasses in the workd o
be made from genwne hor are hand-pro-
duced. The distingueshimg features bhey
Inok good, have a different feel wahen wom,
dge vt and are avrlable at prives com-
RIVATHEIRG &0 Bveaundl 1,000 suvce,

Locaned an & smalfl road iy the Eifel vage of
8., haffway betveeen Hileshenn and Daun,
the comparnmy premises ane whally wmone-
possessing: a single-storey; white boilding
vl furncional inalusing vandows. About a3
spectacular as a sack of cement. But hore 5
the twist: in this nondescript wility builialng
the most exclushve spectacies m Gerrnany are
manufachured, by hand, and from ham,
Frovm here they make thairway to.a doren of
the most expendive stoves, fromm Zunich, Ham-
sy ot Beckin [0 the Milonares' meccs
of Palm Beach, Florids and a ting Teghily-ex-
ciusive and expensive speciacie sione an New
York's fashionable Park Avenue. This coulkd
aimost be the plod of a television sevies

The ground foor workshop offers working
space for sleven ernplopeas, the air 5 filfled
with the hum af palithers, the creaking of
presses, he gungling of vacuums kesping air
and lungs free from the tinlest grains of ham
dust, Oiher than ifus, & conceniraied Sbn-
of. Pecalse prodlucig glasses by hand as
indhivnduad flems reguires the utmost concen-
tration. Simplfied and in brief. the proce-
dure = a5 follows: bhorn fof all arfferent fyoes)
i5 cut open, soaked to soften, Mattoned,
priessed o a sma sheot at 80 Bar pressure
and cut into 3 spectacies form manked out
with a siylus before beimg polshed and
receang the addition of the arrms. Finished

As stated above, this s an extremely simpl-
M wevson of events. We have omitted

rrsvibian of the frlp.l'.jr_i o additangd st
reguired i the osroceduwe We have nol
spoken of the inserts of fexfile or wood
between the byers of hom that permit a
range of colour effects and schemes (nciu-
dimg the red and white design of an evening
gown mepcated in the spectace frames, to
3y nothing of the shoes), We noglected fo
mention the approcimately 250 idvidlual
steps reguired for each pair of glasses, that
the majarity of the presses, mitiing machines
and saws have bean developed specifically
for the fask at hand. Affer all these items
are no longer manufaciured elsevshere
Sirrularty rare are the spectacie makers them-
spfies hecause the vorabion has not been
taught sce the 19705 The conseguence; i
& the craffsmn 2o Funcd o i company
asalf. A process of appeosdmately 2 poars
Minirmum

And we have said natfung of the enormous
breadth of knowiedige reguired in the hand-
ling of 8 sensithe natwral materal such a3
drorry, Lk s oUt i thes way,

In Europe — and perhiaps woridivide - fthere
aNe precrsely et COMDaMES Sroducing
genuine horn-rimened spectacies. Hene in B,
this reswlfs i an owfput of some 50 pairs per
wealk {the figure for fmthetic frames, which
furnde out of the full-automared machines,
stangs af 3, 000 to £ 000 pairs per day). And
s i the luchorows soe to the siivation: even
synthelic frames bearng the most expenshe
brand names and designer detalls pour oul
of machines such as this in simifanly Righ
quantiies,

A pair of hand-made hom-immed glasses;
i condrast, & afways wnnque. Each paie of
spectacies is shghtly different. And this is
to ol the facr that polished natwal hom
has a completely different appearance fa

80

polehed fynttetic matenal And there is
obviously a differant fisel 100, the sensalon
on the bridge of the nose i different to
plassies from matenal that 5 also wsed in the
production of buckels and shower frays
Plastic.

“Thas & Bhe same diffarance as that babween
a cashrnere pedllower and ome made from gy
thetic fibres, © saps Disder W, founder and
praprietor of the Homine company with a
total of 35 years of horn-rirnmed spectacle
experiance undear his bell. His glasses are not
cheap, obwousle No wonder with such a
manufaciwring process. These are minor
imsesiments, because genuine hom-rimmed
specfacies will last an eternity. Simply sond
i in overy fow yoavs fo Be refurbished
fthis i posubile ar thi company!) and P ae
ready for the next decade. The shapes?
fathimy trenay by any means! The cofours?
Frirmardy Qe Dewpe and Drowwn fones. The
frand? “Hormiime® & inscribed on the anms
L T i e T Brprave e navTe OF
teephome number af the purchaser “says
Dveter W Mothing efse 5 added to the spec-
facies. After sl the customens waslt (o wear
SfiRRCIng QAASIES Al Rl SrEctng HAmEes

B5. And then there were two fmpoviant
respanses. Frstls Dreter WS Soectaehes cost
ypivards of 1,000 ewnos af specialisr refadors,
in America - and particlany on the west
coast, Lo Hodwood 8 bt more. And
secandly how can | el wdwther fhe ghﬂlﬂ'\:
f have in frond of me are genddne hom-nms?
Answer. by looking at the arms. With gfas-
ses made from synthetic matenals 8 thin
rmatal strp i “fired " into the arm throwghout
almast the entire length. Without this, in
confrast to horn they would never keep
rhedr shape
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